University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes X FORMCHECKBOX 
         No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Spring 2008

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	Arts & Letters     
	                        4. Academic Unit
	History

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	HIS 331     
	                             6. Units
	3

	

	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Feudal Japan (the 12th to the 18th Century)

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Feudal Japan

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

      This course examines the political, social and cultural History of Japan from the twelfth to the eighteenth century. (Prerequisite: Junior status or instructor consent.)     


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No x FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	     
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only x FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	 

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	X FORMCHECKBOX 

	           no         
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	             Name of new plan?   
	Asian Studies Minor

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	x FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.


	Asian Studies minor. (See letter of support.)

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved 
      university format). 
      The history of Japan from the 12th century CE to the 18th century had been taught previously at NAU (from 1989 to 1994) as HIS 331 under the title of “Japan in the Age of the Samurai” by Professor Cynthia Talbot. When Talbot left NAU, the course was ultimately dropped from the catalog after not having been taught for a number of years.  The History Department is reviving this course, proposing to use the same number, but changing the title to be more in line with the naming of other “period-based” courses in the department’s curriculum. The syllabus is also substantially changed to update reading and course requirements (the latter to fall better in line with the department’s overall consideration of pedagogical characteristics of our courses at various levels.)

	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Professor John K. Leung
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied?      

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 42.
                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:  John Kong C. Leung                                                 Contact email:  John.Leung@nau.edu
Dept. Chair name:  Cynthia Kosso                                           Dept. Chair email: Cynthia.Kosso@nau.edu
College Contact name :                                           College Contact email:      
27.  This course is a     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:  John Leung
29.  Section enrollment cap:  40
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-33.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 37-38.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 39-41.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30.  Thematic Focus (check all that apply):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Environmental Consciousness   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Technology and Its Impact   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience  x FORMCHECKBOX 

31.  Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding  x FORMCHECKBOX 
              Lab Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

       Science/Applied Science   FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

32. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Creative Thinking   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Critical Reading  x FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing   FORMCHECKBOX 

     Critical Thinking x FORMCHECKBOX 

     Ethical Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Quantitative/Spatial Analysis   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Use of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 

33.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No   x FORMCHECKBOX 

     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
34.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
35.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
36.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 42


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
37.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


38.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 42
NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
39.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?       
40.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?       
41.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	42. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified
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COURSE DESCRIPTION


Despite a certain degree of controversy over how terms are defined, the period from the 12th to the 18th century in Japan’s history is often considered to be Japan’s “feudal age,” and sometimes as “medieval Japan.” These seven centuries witnessed historical transitions and transformations in Japan in almost every dimension and at every level. New political systems emerged and evolved, affecting Japanese society, its economy and culture comprehensively. These changing patterns also would have a profound impact on the character and nature of “modern Japan,” and the rapid political and economic transformation of Japan in the last 150 years since the mid-19th century simply cannot be fully understood without a proper comprehension of the foundations for change that were laid in the preceding centuries. This course, a study of the 12th-18th-century period of Japanese history, will deal broadly with the many facets of changes over this rather extensive, but crucial period of Japan’s dynamic history.
This course qualifies for the student’s fulfillment of NAU’s Global Diversity requirement. 


COURSE STRUCTURE, APPROACH AND GOALS:
This course generally takes a chronological approach to the study of Japan’s political, institutional, social, economic, and cultural history in the “feudal” and “medieval age.” From the formative period of “proto-feudalism” or “early-feudalism” (the late-12th century to the mid-14th century) through the era of decentralized “high feudalism” (the mid-14th century to the late-16th century) to the age of “centralized feudalism” in the Tokugawa era, which began in the early-17th century, we will examine this history from the lens of the interaction and mutual influence between and among these categories of development – political and institutional, social and economic, and cultural. We will pay heed to the evolution of social and cultural historical conditions that affected not just the lives of the elites in Japan, but the lives of commoners as well. Since many historians have remarked on similarities in the patterns of the development of the dynamics of historical change between “medieval Europe” and “medieval Japan” (for instance, in the evolution of patterns of urban populations and cities in the late-medieval age,) we shall conclude this course with a consideration of comparative historiography and of the place of medieval and feudal Japan in world history.



While knowledge of empirical data must undergird any historical study, the course will not focus entirely on that. Instead, we hope that a more meaningful comprehension of the history of medieval or feudal Japan may be gained by our raising, as well as striving to find answers to, a number of historical questions not just of “what happened and how,” but of “why” – that is, what were the factors that went into the formation of a particular historical condition? How were these factors connected? And what do they mean in a broader context of historical explanation? We hope to use this course as a tool for fostering explanatory, critical, analytical and interpretive thinking that is so crucial to historical scholarship.

This course will entail a substantial amount of reading and writing. The genres of academic writing that this course covers and entails range from short essays or “think-pieces” on a subject to more complete undergraduate-level research papers and projects.

In order for you to deal effectively with the variety of writing assignments, you must constantly and consistently hone your skills at formulating questions of interpretation and at seeking evidence to demonstrate and strengthen arguments, and present and defend the answers that you may give to such questions. This is not usually done effectively in a course of study that is conducted entirely in the lecture format, even when time for questions is factored into the lectures. Therefore a portion of class sessions will be conducted in a seminar-discussion format. It is your responsibility as students to be prepared for these discussions in line with sets of discussions suggested by me and handed out to you in advance of these scheduled discussion class sessions.


The history of medieval Japan challenges us to think of the historical precedents and formative factors of what we have come to take for granted as “the modern world” in a historical, social and cultural context that is different in many ways from that with which we are – or assume we are – familiar, while similar and comparable in other manners. Central to the purpose of this course is to engage students in reflection and appreciation of these differences as well as the similarities and comparabilities between these separate parts of the human world, and to do so within a historical framework of understanding. 

LIBERAL STUDIES DISTRIBUTION BLOCK:
Cultural Understanding
ESSENTIAL SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED:
Critical and analytical thinking, critical reading. The instructor will prepare suggested discussion questions and distribute to the class in advance of discussion sessions. Students’ reading notes done in preparation for discussions, their participation in discussion sessions, their topical essay, historiographical paper, and their research project (both in the process of developing the project and the final product) will all be used as instruments in assessing the student’s progress and improvement in developing the skills of critical thinking and critical (and analytical) thinking.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students will have become familiar with a general framework for analyzing and interpreting the historical experience of medieval Japan, as well as with the contours of the empirical historical data on and related to that experience. In regard to the goals of the development of students’ academic skills and abilities in their taking and experiencing this course, the aims are as follows:
autonum
Through the experience of short paper exercises, students will be able to demonstrate competency in reading texts and examining ideas critically, interpreting different arguments and perspectives on Japanese history and evaluating the merits of these historical and/or historiographical arguments. 

autonum
 Through these papers as well as the term paper, students will have learned to synthesize evidence from a variety of sources and genres of sources to present interpretive portrayals of life experiences of the Japanese people in the historical context of the period covered by this course. 
3.
Students will have acquired the ability to plan, organize, and produce a research project which will be presented either in the form of an interpretive, critical research term paper or in some other form (such as a rigorously researched and interpretive dramatization of history) that is academically equivalent to the research paper and approved by the instructor in advance.

4.
In writing essays (short papers), conducting research, preparing discussion notes as well as through participation in seminar-type discussions, students will have learned how to present cogent arguments, to listen and respond to other people’s arguments, to support viewpoints by evidence, and to critique as well as defend  their own as well as other people’s points of view.

TEXTS AND READINGS



The following books are listed as “Core Reading” in the following “Course Schedule” and will be available at the bookstore:
Conrad Totman, Japan Before Perry: A Short History (U. of California, 1981) [Hereafter cited in the 


syllabus as Totman] 

Peter Duus, Feudalism in Japan (3rd edition, McGraw Hill, 1993) [Hereafter cited in the syllabus as 


Duus]

Paul Varley, Japanese Culture (4th updated and expanded edition, Longitude Books Ltd., 2000) 


[Hereafter cited in the syllabus as Varley] 



The required reading in this course consists primarily of sections and chapters from these three monographs and from selections of primary sources in translation, organized into a weekly reading schedule as indicated in the Course Schedule section of this syllabus. (An * precedes the listing of primary source materials in the Course Schedule; there is also primary source material embedded in many of the secondary sources listed here.) These core readings will be supplemented with selections from other monographs and anthologies which are listed in the Course Schedule section of the syllabus as weekly “Supplementary Readings.” Students are expected to read only excerpts, or selections, from these monographs and anthologies. A more specific reading assignment list and reading schedule will be developed for the course separate from this syllabus.  The purpose of the inclusion of these supplementary sources in the students’ reading is primarily to introduce students generally to examples of major influential interpretive and historiographical ideas and viewpoints relevant to the “topics of the week.” Students may also use these lists of supplementary readings as guides and preliminary bibliographies to their research.

COURSE FORMAT AND SCHEDULE
Week 1
Introduction and Background

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 1; Totman, ch. 1; Varley, chs. 1, 2

Week 2
The Legacy of Yamato and Heian Japan

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 2; Totman, ch. 2; Varley, chs. 2, 3





* Excerpts from Murasaki Shikibu, (trans. & Introduction by Edward 




Seidensticker,) The Tale of Genji, (Alfred A. Knopf, 1979)

Supplementary Reading:
Ivan Morris, The World of the Shining Prince: Courtly Life in Ancient 



Japan (Introduction by Barbara Ruch, Longitude Books Ltd., 1994)

Week 3
War and the Collapse of Courtly Aristocracy

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 3, pt. 1; Totman, ch. 2, last part and ch. 3, pt. 1; Varley, ch. 4




* “The Tales of the Heike” from A.L. Sadler, trans. The Ten Foot Square 




Hut and the Tales of Heike, (Tuttle, 1972)
Week 4
Warriors, Peasants and Brigands in the Kamakura Epoch

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 3; Totman, ch. 3, pt. 1; 
Supplementary Reading:
Jeffrey Mass, The Origins of Japan’s Medieval World: Courtiers, Clerics, 



Warriors and Peasants in the Fourteenth Century (Stanford University Press, 1998)






Selections from Jeffrey Mass, ed. Court and Bakufu in Japan: Essays in 



Kamakura History (Yale University Press, 1982)
Week 5
Religion and Values in Early-Medieval Japan

Core Readings:
Totman, pp. 85-116; Varley, ch. 5




* Byron Earhart, Religion in the Japanese Experience: Sources and 




Interpretations  (Wadsworth, 1974) Excerpts from Pts. 2, 3, 8 and 14




* Ryusaku Tsunoda et al. eds. Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 1 




(Columbia University Press, 1964), selections from chs. VI to XIV
Week 6
The Kamakura System of Governance and the Emergence of New Ruling Classes

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 3; Totman, ch. 3; 
Supplementary Reading:
Selections from John Whitney Hall et al, eds. Medieval Japan: Essays in 



Institutional History (Stanford University Press, 1988)





Selections from John W. Hall and Kozo Yamamura, eds. The Cambridge 



History of Japan, vol. 3, Medieval Japan, (Cambridge University Press, 1988 -)

Week 7
The Daimyo and the Ashikaga System

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 4
Supplementary Reading:
Selections from John Whitney Hall et al, eds. Medieval Japan: Essays in 



Institutional History (Stanford University Press, 1988)





Selections from John W. Hall and Kozo Yamamura, eds. The Cambridge 



History of Japan, vol. 3, Medieval Japan, (Cambridge University Press, 1988 -)

Week 8
The Dynamism of “High Feudalism”

Core Readings:
Totman, pp. 117-132
Supplementary Reading:
Selections from John W. Hall and Kozo Yamamura, eds. The Cambridge 



History of Japan, vol. 3, Medieval Japan, (Cambridge University Press, 1988 -)

Week 9
A Century of Organized Disunity

Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 4
Supplementary Reading: 
Paul Varley, The Onin War: The History of Its Origins and Background 



(Columbia University Press, 1967)






John W. Hall et al, eds., Japan Before Tokugawa: Political Consolidation 



and Economic Growth, 1500-1650 (Princeton University Press, 1981)

Week 10
Medieval Japan and the World


Supplementary Reading:
Morris Rossabi, Khubilai Khan (U of California Press, 1988)






Donald Lach, Japan in the Eyes of Europe: The Sixteenth Century (U of 



Chicago Press, 1968)






Derek Massarella, A World Elsewhere: Europe’s Encounter with Japan in 



the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Yale University Press, 1990)






Ronald Toby, State and Diplomacy in Early Modern Japan: Asia in the 



Development of the Tokugawa Bakufu (Princeton University Press, 1984)






Kwan-wai So, Japanese Piracy in Ming China During the 16th Century 



(Michigan University Press, 1975) 
Week 11
Pax Tokugawa


Core Readings:
Duus, ch. 5; Totman, pp. 133-163; Varley, ch. 6
Supplementary Reading:
Selections from John Whitney Hall et al, eds. Medieval Japan: Essays in 



Institutional History (Stanford University Press, 1988)





Selections from John W. Hall and Kozo Yamamura, eds. The Cambridge 



History of Japan, vol. 3, Medieval Japan, (Cambridge University Press, 1988 -)






Selections from John W. Hall and Marius Jansen, eds. Studies in the 



Institutional History of Early Modern Japan (Princeton University Press, 1968)





James McClain, Japan, A Modern History (Norton, 2002) ch. 1




Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan (Oxford University Press, 2003) ch. 1

Week 12
Tokugawa Ideology and Society


Core Readings:
Totman, pp. 164-187; 





* Ryusaku Tsunoda et al. eds. Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 1 




(Columbia University Press, 1964), selections from chs. XV to XX
Supplementary Reading:
Herman Ooms, Tokugawa Ideology: Early Constructs, 1570-1680 



(Princeton University Press, 1985)






Masao Maruyama, (trans. by Mikiso Hane) Studies in the Intellectual 



History of Tokugawa Japan (U of Tokyo Press, 1974)
Week 13
Daimyo, Samurai and Chonin


Core Readings:
Totman, pp. 188-232; Varley, ch. 7
Supplementary Reading:
James McClain and Wakita Osamu, Osaka: The Merchants’ Capital in 



Early Modern Japan (Cornell University Press, 1999)






Herbert Bix, Peasant Protest in Japan, 1590-1884 (Yale University Press, 


1986)






Gail Bernstein ed., Recreating Japanese Women, 1600-1945 (U of 



California Press, 1991) Part 1






James McClain, Japan, A Modern History (Norton, 2002) chs. 2, 3






Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan (Oxford University Press, 



2003) ch. 2



Week 14 
The Late-Tokugawa Crisis and the End of Japanese Feudalism

Core Readings:
Varley, chs. 8, 9





* Ryusaku Tsunoda et al. eds. Sources of Japanese Tradition, vol. 1 




(Columbia University Press, 1964), selections from ch. XXI
Supplementary Reading:
Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan (Oxford University Press, 



2003) ch. 3
Week 15
Medieval Feudal Japan in Comparative and World-History Perspective
EXERCISES, EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF OUTCOMES
The course uses three types of instruments to assess your achievement of the learning objectives listed above:

1) Short papers:  You will write TWO relatively short papers, each of approximately 1200 words in length (roughly 4 “normal” pages.) One of these will be a topical essay, and the other will be a historiographical paper. These are intended more as “think-pieces” than as full-fledged research papers. In other words, these will be papers in which you critically analyze a problem, array and organize arguments on various sides of the issues involved, evaluate the strength of arguments, and write an argumentative explanation of the topic, drawing conclusions from what you have learned. Although they are not expected to be fully researched papers, the standard academic conventions and regulations will apply.
Topical essay: You will be provided with a list of topics/issues/questions from which you may make a choice. For this exercise you will be expected to engage and make use of information and ideas that you have garnered from both secondary and primary sources you have read.

Historiographical paper: You must choose a historiographical issue and the material to go with it from the groups of supplementary reading material listed in the course schedule section of this syllabus; choices made outside the parameters of the syllabus should be done only with prior consultation with the instructor. 

In the case of both the topical essay and the historiographical paper, you will, before you write the paper,  first submit a brief proposal in writing indicating your choice of topic and material, and this proposal has to be reviewed and approved by me in advance.   

2) Research paper/project:
Your research project may build on the topical paper or the historiographical paper that you write for the course. As in the case of your topical paper – but perhaps at a deeper level and in a more extensive way, in your research project you will be expected to engage and make use of information and ideas that you have garnered from both secondary and primary sources you have read. Your research project for the semester may take the form of either an interpretive, critical research paper or a project (such as a rigorously researched and interpretive dramatization of history, or a major oral presentation, or the creation, production and presentation of a videographic representation of a historical subject.) In any case it must involve dimensions of research that I must approve in advance. In the case of a research paper that is presented in written form, the final paper should be no less than 3000 words in length, not inclusive of bibliography or other auxiliary sections. In the case of other forms of presentation that is not primarily written, the project must include a written introduction/explanation of not less than 1000 words. 

Separately from this syllabus, you will be given general parameters for planning and constructing this project, and, within these boundaries, you will submit a written proposal that identifies the specific subject that you choose, together with a preliminary articulation of ideas about how you expect to approach the research on the subject and how you plan to present the results of your research. After your proposal has been discussed and approved, and before you submit your final product, you will conduct several small exercises to help you focus your research, ascertain the feasibility of your project, move along in your conceptualization of the subject and organize your project, and produce acceptable drafts of the project.  I will provide you with consultation and feedback at each of these stages. Further and more specific instructions for researching your topic and writing this term paper will be provided separately later.
3) Discussions:   Several discussion sessions, in lieu of lectures, will be scheduled for this course. Active participation on your part in the discussion sessions is expected and will be an essential part of the evaluation for grading.  To that end you must be ready to contribute to the discussion and debate, and do the specific readings for discussion beforehand. Questions for discussion will be handed out to beforehand, most likely a week prior to the discussion. You are strongly advised to take notes for your reading and to organize your thoughts and knowledge in response to these discussion questions in preparation for each discussion session. Your performance in discussions will be evaluated and reviewed on a biweekly basis. If you miss a discussion session, you will receive no points for the session, and there will be no make-ups.

A list of interim and final deadlines and for all written exercises will be provided separately from this syllabus. These deadlines must be rigorously observed, with serious consequences for any violation. Any written exercise that is handed in 1 day but no later than 1 day after the stated deadline (or on the following Monday in the case of a Friday deadline) will be accepted, with the grade for the exercise automatically lowered by 1 grade level (e.g., from A to B, or from B+ to C+); any exercise that is handed in more than 24 hours after the deadline (all deadlines are considered to be at 5 p.m. on the stated date,) or, in the case of Friday deadlines, after class time on the following Monday, will not be accepted, and you will forfeit the points for that exercise completely.  

Evaluation and Grading Scale

The relative weight of the various components of the course grade will be as follows:

Discussions





20%
Short paper (Topical)




15%

Short paper (Historiographical)


15%

Term research project




50%
Total





           100%
Your course grade will be determined by amalgamating your scores from the exercises listed above in accordance with the following scale:

89% and above = A;  77-88.9% = B;  66-76.9% = C;  55-65.9 %= D;  Below 55 %= F
(Note: In order to maintain consistency in the grading, each exercise will be graded according to this same scale.)

Learning Portfolio    
The student’s short papers (including drafts with instructor feedback), research project/paper (including draft, research proposal and bibliographical exercise,) and discussion notes as well as any feedback material from the instructor will form the student’s learning portfolio for the course.

Attendance Policy
Attendance and preparedness for the discussions are essential for any measure of success in this course. The final course grade for any student who misses more than 6 classes (including absences due to institutional excuses and medical reasons) will be lowered by one level (e.g. from A to B), and by two levels for any student who misses more than 12 classes. Any student who misses more than 18 classes will be requested to withdraw from the course, or will receive an F in the course regardless of performance in other areas.

Academic Honesty
In all written and oral exercises, you must observe the fundamental rules of academic honesty rigorously and without exception, in matters of citation, quotation and annotation. Any unacknowledged use of another person's words or thoughts, whether from a published or unpublished source, including extensive and unacknowledged paraphrasing, will be construed as plagiarism. No credit will be given for work containing such material, and if the behavior is repeated, the student will receive an "F" for the course. Persistence beyond that could lead to even sterner disciplinary measures. If you are uncertain about the definition and meaning of these terms, please refer to relevant sections, especially Appendix F, of the current NAU Student Handbook. It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with these matters as defined by the University.
 Attachments:   NAU Classroom and Course management Policy Statements, including policy statements on Safe Working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board and Academic Integrity.
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